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Old Saybrook Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes of May 21, 2003


I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Judith Gallicchio called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Attending Members




Absent Members
Judith Gallicchio, Chairman



Salvatore Aresco, Alternate Member

Robert McIntyre, Vice Chairman

Stuart Hanes, Secretary

Kathleen Smith, Regular Member (left at 10:10 p.m.)

Richard Tietjen, Alternate Member (seated for Robbie Marshall until 10:00 p.m., left at 10:50 p.m.)

Robbie Marshall, Regular Member (arrived at 10:00 p.m.)

III. PUBLIC HEARING

Nothing scheduled.

IV. OLD BUSINESS

A. “South Cove Hills” Subdivision – 5 of 10 Lots (7.08 of 18.97 total ac.)
& Open Space (2.50 ac.)  Residence AA-1 District
170-174 Saybrook Road (West Side of Route 154/600 ft. NE of Fordham Road)
Applicant: Bernie J. & Sandra H. Lombardi
Agent: Robert L. Doane, Jr., P.E.L.S.


The Commission received correspondence from Attorney Richard Beatty and the State Department of Transportation (DOT).  Mr. Beatty is representing the applicant, Bernie Lombardi, and has prepared a Conservation Easement and Restrictions, a Declaration of Private Road Agreement for Turnstone Road and Maintenance Agreement of the detention basin and drainage system for the subdivision.  The DOT has commented on the drainage and the road entrance sightline.

Robert Doane, agent, was present to discuss the progress of the subdivision.  Mr. Doane submitted a written request dated May 21, 2003 for waivers of 5.3.5b, 6.4.4, and 6.4.5 of the Old Saybrook Subdivision Regulations.  The waiver requests are in response to the concerns of the consulting engineer, Michael Ott.  The street light for the entrance of the subdivision is still being pursued by the applicant.  Mr. Doane also confirmed with the State Archaeologist that this subdivision has no effect on any archaeological resources.  The Fire Marshals for Old Saybrook and Essex agreed to put the fire tank at the entrance of the subdivision.

MOTION to continue discussion of “South Cove Hills” Subdivision to the next regular meeting on June 4, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. Pasbeshauke Pavilion, Saybrook Point.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  APPROVED 5-0-0.
B. “Bessoni” Subdivision  – 2 Lots (9.9 total ac.)
Residence AAA District, West side of Ingham Hill Road (Map 55 / Lot 1-1)
Applicant: George Bessoni, Owner
Agent: Robert L. Doane, Jr., P.E.L.S.


The Commission received correspondence regarding the “Bessoni” Subdivision from the Old Saybrook Conservation Commission, Parks and Recreation Department, CRERPA and Westbrook Planning Commission.  Robert Doane, agent, was present to address the Commission.  The applicant requests postponement of the subdivision discussion to the next meeting.

MOTION to continue discussion of the “Bessoni” Subdivision to the next regular meeting, as requested by the applicant, on June 4, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. Pasbeshauke Pavilion, Saybrook Point.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  APPROVED 5-0-0.
V. NEW BUSINESS

A. Acquisition of the “Beers Trust” Property as a Municipal Improvement
Main Street vicinity of Dudley Avenue (Map 37 / Lots 126 & 129)
Residence A District, Coastal Management Zone, Flood Hazard Zone
Applicant:  Board of Selectmen
Agent: William A. Peace, Selectman


Bill Peace, Selectman, was present to explain the details of the “Beers Trust” property and acquisition.  The property was offered as a gift to the town and is located in the vicinity of Dudley Avenue (Map 37/ Lots 126 and 129).  The parcel is undeveloped with portions of tidal wetlands.  The Board of Selectmen voted to accept the property pending the Planning Commission and Conservation Commission input.

MOTION to send a favorable report to the Board of Selectmen that the Acquisition of the “Beers Trust” Property as a Municipal Improvement is consistent with the Plan of Conservation & Development-

Open Space & Conservation
Goals
· Protect important natural resources, including the Connecticut River and Long Island Sound, tidal and inland wetlands, streams, ponds and lakes, forested ridges and hills as well as open fields and farms, from destruction and damage due to inappropriate development.

· Maintain the diverse character of Old Saybrook by balancing new development with the preservation of scenic views, vistas, open green spaces and natural and cultural resources.

· Continue to provide passive recreational facilities and access to natural areas for nature study and recreational purposes by residents of Old Saybrook.

MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

MOTION to amend the agenda to discuss VI. Regular Business before “215 Elm Street” Petition to Amend the Zoning District Map.  MOVED by Robert McIntyre.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

VI. REGULAR BUSINESS

A. Minutes

The Commission reviewed the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 7, 2003 and made the following amendment:

Page 5, Item V.



Line 21



Remove:  The open space will be positioned to join the town’s property.

Replace with:  There was significant discussion regarding the road system and open space.  The applicant will consider positioning the open space to join the town property.  

MOTION to approve the May 7, 2003 Regular Meeting Minutes as amended.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

B. Correspondence

The Commission reviewed all correspondence received.

C. Committee, Representative & Staff Reports

Judy Gallicchio described her meeting with the Board of Selectmen regarding road endings.  Barnes Road and Cromwell Place might be the next road endings to receive improvements.  Commission members should prepare to comment on the Barnes Road and Cromwell Place road endings.  There is an application to the Office of Long Island Sound Program for grant money to make improvements to the road ending at Bayside Road.

Kathleen Smith mentioned that the Land Acquisition Committee is preparing protocol for acquiring property for the town.

Robert McIntyre told the Commission that vernal pools are behind in their development stages, based on Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission data.

At this time, the Plan of Conservation & Development cannot be posted on the town website.  Christine Nelson contacted the Acton Public Library to provide a copy of the Plan of Conservation & Development for public viewing.  The Acton Library would also like to get copies of the Land Use Department periodicals.

Karen Marcolini, representative from CRERPA, was present to comment on regional projects and studies.  Mrs. Marcolini would like to receive new information on the development of The Preserve.

V. NEW BUSINESS

B. “215 Elm Street” Petition to Amend the Zoning District Map
From Industrial I District to Gateway Business B-4 District
215 Elm Street (Map 38 / Lot 2)
Applicant: 215 Elm Street LLC
Agent: David Royston, Esq.

David Royston, agent, was present to review the intent of the petition and description of the plans proposed for the property.  There will be a portion of the property conveyed to the town for open space.  The site is not served by public water or sewer system.  The applicant plans to have two buildings for offices and a health and fitness center.  109 parking spaces will be in the center of the site with the buildings positioned in the northern and southern portions of the property.  One building will be approximately 13,000 square feet and the other approximately 6,000 square feet.

MOTION to continue discussion of “215 Elm Street” to the next regular meeting on June 4, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. Pasbeshauke Pavilion, Saybrook Point and submit a letter to the Zoning Commission that the Commission will have a decision at the next regular meeting.  MOVED by Robert McIntyre.  SECONDED by Stuart Hanes.  APPROVED 5-0-0.
VII. WORKSHOP

A. “Community Facilities” and “Northern Woodlands” sections of the 
2000 Plan of Conservation & Development

Robbie Marshall finished the edits to the “Community Facilities” section of the Plan of Conservation & Development.  Richard Tietjen and Salvatore Aresco are preparing the “Northern Woodlands” section.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 p.m. until the next regularly scheduled meeting on June 4, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, 155 College Street, Saybrook Point.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  APPROVED 4-0-0.


Respectfully submitted,


Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk
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